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“NEW RENTAL HOUSING SCHEME NAMED AND FLATS HANDED OVER” 

 

Government’s new rental housing estate has been formally named “Mid Harbour Estate”. 
In order to further reflect the nautical theme, given the Estate’s prime waterfront location, 
and also on the “waves” design of the roof of the buildings each block will be named by 
reference to waves. The blocks will thus be named as follows: 
 
Block 1 -  Ocean Wave House 
 
Block 2 -  Blue Wave House 
 
Block 3 -  White Wave House 
 
Block 4 -  Wave Crest House 
 
Block 5 -  Bow Wave House 
 
Block 6 -  Sea Wave House 
 
Flats in Ocean Wave House and Wave Crest House will be handed over to tenants in 
stages during Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday of next week. 
 
This Estate sets a new much raised standard of Government rental accommodation in 
Gibraltar, reflecting the Government’s view that Government rental housing does not need 
to be of a lower living environment or quality than private housing. Further reflecting this 
Government policy, the estate has been provided with underground parking, landscaping 
and planted areas, paths, playgrounds and other amenities. The flats are better sized and 
finished to a high standard. Each flat includes a private drying/utility room within the flat 
thereby doing away with the need for washing to be hung externally. Rents in the new 
Estate will be set at the same rate as Edinburgh House.  
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Such is the extraordinary standard of this Estate that the Government has become aware 
of the development of a market in which persons allotted one of these new flats are 
offering to exchange flats with others outside of the Estate on payment of a substantial 
sum of money. This is wholly unacceptable. Government tenants of these new flats cannot 
benefit financially in this way from an asset built for their use by the taxpayer. Accordingly 
the Government will not allow direct exchanges between tenants of these flats for flats 
outside the Estate. If any person who has been allocated a flat in the Mid Harbour Estate 
prefers to live elsewhere, the Government will be happy to accept a surrender of the 
allocation of the Mid Harbour flat and replace it with an allocation elsewhere. However, the 
Government will allow, with its prior consent, exchanges of flats between tenants in the 
case that both flats are within the Mid Harbour Estate. 
 
Chief Minister Peter Caruana said: “This Estate represents a very large investment by the 
Government. We have wanted to raise the quality and living environment in Government 
rental estates, as well as making them more aesthetically attractive. This is a way of 
ensuring that all sectors of our society share in the benefits of modern Gibraltar’s 
economic prosperity.” 
 
Housing Minister Fabian Vinet said: “Together with the new quality of service that the 
recently established Housing Works Agency will give all Government tenants, the Mid 
Harbour Estate represents the start of a new era in public housing in Gibraltar. The 
Government has allocated a prime water front site for this Estate, as well as having built it 
to a very high standard which compares favourably to private estates. The location reflects 
this Government’s policy of using the majority of Gibraltar’s water front for public 
amenities, as we did with the building of the Westside Promenade, which required this 
Government in 1996 to reverse its allocation by the previous GSLP Government to a 
property developer to build houses along the whole length of the promenade site. There 
would therefore have been no public promenade.”  
 


